Grace Connection
Who Is Grace Connection?
Grace Connection is an ecumenical venture of the churches in the Towanda, Northeast Bradford, Wyalusing and Sullivan County School Districts that strives to fulfill God's calling to offer assistance to the poor and the disadvantaged while remaining good stewards of God's resources.  Our shared information and resources work toward both of these ends.  The aim of Grace Connection is to lovingly aid people over the hardships of life by connecting with them in the name of Jesus Christ, and to help provide assistance when and where other agencies are not available.  Though not a church in itself, pastors and approved representatives associated with Grace Connection will graciously provide spiritual guidance for anyone in need.  Emergency assistance will never be contingent upon acceptance of any spiritual services.
What Do We Do?
Grace Connection provides emergency assistance for an immediate source (every six months) of shelter (including assistance with security deposit, rent, & utilities), transportation, food, clothing, furniture, prescriptions, and/or hygiene items.  The assistance provided is in no way intended to be a reliable source of income to the client.  Rather, it is an aid for establishing a more secure future.

What is The Clearinghouse?
Grace Connection operates through the use of a central clearinghouse which gathers information on clients and approves dispersal of funds.  The Clearinghouse ensures that people are not "using the system" and works in close connection with other area agencies.
The Clearinghouse of Grace Connection is located in Trinity Lutheran Church, Towanda, PA with an application site in Redeemer UCC in Dushore, PA.  (The application site in Sullivan County forwards all application and check information to the Clearinghouse through appropriate media.)  The Clearinghouse and the application site are manned by volunteers and/or staff trained for the task and trained in maintaining confidentiality.  

The Clearinghouse functions in these ways:

a.
Takes the application of the client. 

b.
Determines if a client has been 
helped within the past six months. 

c.
Provides the client with information 
regarding other assisting agencies.

d.
Seeks a background check if deemed 
necessary. 


e.
Refers any client to financial 
counseling after two or more 
requests for assistance. 

f.
Approves the request after thorough 
review.   

g.
Forwards information to the 

on-call pastor who can arrange for 
any needed follow-up or guidance.

Action on any request will generally be no sooner than 24 hours with exception to emergency situations.  Most situations are not such emergencies that they cannot be handled during the regular hours when the Clearinghouse is open or be held until the next scheduled hours so that a thorough review can be performed, approval of the request can be obtained, and a check
can be written to the appropriate vendor.  To assure proper use of funds, checks will never be written out to the client.  
Again, the Clearinghouse assures the community that transients and others are not approaching multiple churches for the same need.  These pooled resources are a proven encouragement for community donations.  It also provides pastors and congregations a place to turn when needs are standing on their doorsteps, literally.  

Who Can Participate In This Ministry?
All congregations in the Towanda, Northeast Bradford, Wyalusing and Sullivan County School Districts are invited to participate in the daily functions and governing board of Grace Connection.  Each congregation is invited to provide one clergy and one lay member as representatives to the governing board and provide financial support as able.
Further, all people (whether they belong to a congregation or not) are invited to volunteer their time to this ministry as God has given them gifts.  Volunteers for manning the office, grant writing, budget counseling, and fund raising (to name a few) are all needed.  Financial support is always a need. 
Where Are People
To Turn In Times 
Of Financial & Spiritual Crisis?
What Are
Congregations To Do When There Is

A Need On The 

Doorstep,

Literally?

How Can Faithful
People Help The 

Disadvantaged
When Compelled By

The Gospel?

Grace Connection
Just the Start…
Providing financial assistance is just the start.  As congregations and individuals enrich the ministry of Grace Connection with their ideas and support, the members of Grace Connection hope that many more service ministries may arise.  There are needs that extend beyond financial assistance and Grace Connection hopes to be able to respond to some of those needs.
Come and be a part of Grace Connection!
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An Ecumenical Venture of Towanda, Northeast Bradford, Wyalusing, and Sullivan County School District Churches
Connecting With Those In Need
"Just as you did it to one of the least of these…


you did it to me."





(Matthew 25:41)























"Blessed are you who are poor,


for yours 


is the kingdom of God 





Blessed are you who are hungry now,


for you will be filled."





	





(Luke 6:20-21)





To Arrange For an Appointment Call:





Towanda Office:


(570) 268-0431





Sullivan County Office:


(570) 928-7590








Grace Connection:


PO Box 122


Towanda, PA 18848-0122





http://home.epix.net/~graceconnection/index.html








If You and/or Your Congregation Would Like to Participate Contact:





Pastor Jira Albers – (570) 268-0431








